Minutes of AGTA Annual General Meeting held on Wednesday 7 March, 2018, St. Cuthberts College,  Epsom at 4.30pm
Mary Robinson opened the AGM and welcomed the following guests: 
Present:

Hannah Wood (Selwyn), Jacinda Andrews (Diocesan), Eleanor Rattray (St Mary’s College, Auckland), Heather Roberts, Mary Robinson, Preeti Bhatia (St Cuthberts); Christine McKnight (One Tree Hill), Aidan Daly (Hobsonville Point), Sally Brodie (Botany Downs Senior College) 
Apologies:
Suzanne Curphey (Putaruru); Jane Foster (Marist) Amy Denis (Western Springs), Leigh Lees-Green (Marcellin); Linda Bonne (Whakatane); Holly McDonald (Bream Bay); Bevan Welsh (Lynfield); Philomena Claire; Collete Budler (Kingsway); Jade Thomas, Annie Wharepapa (One Tree Hill); Jonno Smith (Avondale), Nicki Anderson, Dian Fisher (Diocesan),  Therese Adsett (St Cuthberts) and Alasdair Lean (Kaikoura)
Motion:

”that the apologies be accepted as read”








Nominated: Mary Robinson








Seconder: Gill Hanna








carried
Minutes:

Motion:

“that the minutes of last years AGM be accepted as read”








Nominated: Sally Brodie








Seconder: Claire McKay











carried
Matters Arising: No matters
Chairperson’s Report:

Mary Robinson presented her annual report for 2017; a copy of the report is available on request.
Motion:

“that the chairperson’s report for 2017 be accepted as presented”








Nominator: Mary Robinson









Seconder: Jennifer Mayne  








carried 
A vote of thanks was given to Mary for all her hard work as Chairperson of the AGTA
Treasurer’s Report:

Clare McKay presented the annual accounts to the meeting.  The Auditor’s report and a copy of the accounts is available on request.
Motion:

“that the annual accounts for 2017 be accepted as presented”








Nominator: Claire McKay










Seconder: Jane Evans 








carried 
Ratification of Subscriptions:

Motion:
“that the annual subscriptions to the AGTA for 2018  be set at:



Auckland schools
$45.00



Other schools

$35.00



Individuals

$35.00



Trainees


$15.00”








Nominator: Claire McKay









Seconder: Christine McKnight 









Carried 
New committee will come up with new ideas around this. 

Discussion about whether AGTA should change the subscription costs. Suggestion to look at other asosciations (GH). Comment that AHTA is similar (CM)






Put subs up by $5 each? Consider for next year.
 Motion: Carried to keep subscriptions the same
Election of Officers:

Chairperson: Mary Robinson
Nominated by: Christine McKnight 

Seconder: Claire McKay
Carried
Will be chairperson for one more year – not after this. 

Secretary: Hannah Wood (Selwyn College)
Nominated by: Mary Robinson
Seconder: Gill Hanna
Carried
Treasurer: Jennifer Mayne (Kings College)
Nominated by: Mary Robinson
Seconder: Claire McKay
Carried
BOGT Rep: Jane Evans
Nominated by: Sally Brodie 

Seconder: Christine McKnight 

Carried
Committee:
Jane Foster – Marist College
Michelle Harvey - Ormiston College 

Gill Hanna - Avondale College

Amy Dennis - Western Springs College
Holly McDonald – Bream Bay

Heather Roberts – St Cuthbert’s College 
Leigh Lees-Green – Marcellin College

Isla McKnight - Westlake Girls High School
Eleanor Rattray – St Mary’s 
Mallory O’Brien – Rangitoto

Gareth Haddon – Aorere College 

Aidan Daly – Hobsonville Point 
Nominated by: Mary Robinson
Seconder: Jacinda Andrews
Motion:
“that the above committee be duly elected”
All in favour
AOB: 
Jane Evans – Intensive 2 day AGM for BOGT (10 in total). A lot of positives – geography awareness week (week 3 and 4 of August), Matua whenua (Week 3 and 4 of August),
· Meeting with MOE – gratetful for the rewording of standards however there are some inconsistencies. Person from MoE responded that she will listen. 
1. Application for 3 changes 
a. 1.5 standard to be increased to 5 credits (if you do 4 internal standards – you can get 14 credits from internals) helps Maori and Pasifika students – improvement is important for these ethnicities – looking positive. 
b. Changes to 2.1 standard – characteristics cause confusion – put in last year but did reapplication and they have responded that it needs to be done, characteristics will be changed to elements. Elements is not in the standard for those writing the exam – so thus add it in. Interacting processes will be taken out of the same standard – interacting elements, scaffolding is clearer.
c. Change from explain to describe in 2.2 first two bullet points but not the excellence level. 

Will not be effective this year 

Jane will seek clarification for the 2.1 standard at end of year 

· Application for expertise 

· Govt recognise that some subjects need some PLD assistance. Applied for something in for geography – if we are successful, we will get $100,000 – only will take it from the BOGT but AGTA will be involved. Tours and workshops might get underway – national level, Jane might do this post 2018, she will be retiring at the end of the year. AGTA has already discussed about doing these tours. 

· BOGT had approved a TRCC application of $69,000 for a workshop – do a national course for GIS. TRCC pays for transport and accommodation costs – good. Need a minimum of 40 people to run it, will be in term 3 October holidays. Course that will cost $200. Teachers are asking for this, so BOGT is responding to this - TRCC (Teacher Refresher Course). A long time since they have had a geography course. Great news 

TVC –  Very keen for geography teachers to get involved in this. Set up a famil like Rotorua. Can advise us on best places to go to – maybe even some expert geologists to go around. 

BOGT – deciding to put more money into promoting geography. Creating a film that promotes geography in New Zealand – for students in secondary schools. 
Major review starting this year to do with lots of different changes 
# of credits – while this is a concern, it is an issue of having too many credits in one standard. If you keep things to 3 credits – the amount of work required for the standard is less. 
Holistic – moderators might not be considering this aspect of marking?!... Is this true?
BOGT Exam survey – the response was great – 140 hits with L2. The others around 100. One the whole people were happy with L3. L1 was okay and L2 was the issue – skills was the major concern. The length of the exams is a concern as well. The future of skills? 

GILL

· Sign on the Social sciences/Geography wikispace saying – wikispaces is closing down on 31st July. Transfer resources to AGTA website? Mary’s daughter could help with this. 

· SOCCON – Owen Glen Building location possibly – “a sense of place” – changing the timing from Oct to April holidays. More on this later.
Meeting closed at: 5.45pm 
