


          As you progress through your schooling, you will begin to make       
        important decisions about  what you might like to do as a career. 
     This will bring many questions: what type of job might I like to do? What type of 
training is needed to get there? What subjects do I need to take at high school to help 
me enter this career?

             As you consider your future, one subject you should           
         consider taking is Geography. 

Why? Geography provides you with a broad training and education to enter a range of diverse careers including 
business and administration, cartography, tourism, planning and more.

Need more convincing? Big organisations like Metservice and Statistics New Zealand need geographers to bring 
information to the public. 
LLocal governments and the national government need geographers to advise them on things such as town 
planning, environmental science and transport.
Businesses often need the help of geographers when deciding where to locate themselves or how to lessen their 
impact on the environment. This might mean working for a particular company or as a consultant. 

So what then, is geography?
Geography is the study of the earth’s places, peoples, environments and societies. 
GGeography seeks to understand the relationships and impacts between people and the environment through 
space and time. There are two main types of geography: human geography and physical geography. 

Human geography is concerned with human existence. How are people distributed across the planet? How do 
we use land, water and the atmosphere? How do we develop places and spaces and how we sustain the planet 
for future generations? Human geographers work in development agencies, urban and regional planning, 
transportation, tourism and eco-tourism, real-estate and international relations.

PPhysical geography looks at patterns of physical processes such as climate, hazards, soils, fresh water, oceans, 
forests and landforms. Physical geographers are interested in how elements of the environment are changing, 
what effects our impacts on the environment are having and how we use or abuse natural resources.

Geography can teach you a wide range of skills that can be used in many different careers. 

These include:

- The ability to recognise and observe spatial patterns and processes in reality
- Being proöciency in communication
- - The ability to read and understand maps, graphs, charts 
- The ability to undertake scientiöc research
- Being able to engage in decision-making and problem solving skills
- Having a knowledge of how to use statistics and mathematics 
- Being able to use computers to analyse electronic information






